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A Donegal audience was
transported to the Malian desert
during a pioneering musical
collaboration between one of
Africa's most gifted musicians and
tlothouse Flowers frontman Liam
O Maonlai.

It was Grammy award-winner
Toumani Diabat6 and 6 Maonlafs
first-ever musical union in
Ireland, and without doubt a
$ehliSht of ttris year's l0-day
Earagail Arts Festival, which
culminates tomorrow.

From start to finish,0 Maonlai.
the Malian kora (2l-strine
harp-lute) maestio and hIs
five-piece ensemble had the
packed house at Lefferkennv's An
Griandn Theatre, ranging fr-om
toddlers to 8O-year-olds,
captivated.

It was a bare-footed O Maonlai
who took the stage first, starting
with a jig in seven parts,
displaying an impressive
versatility on the whistle,
bodhriin, piano, harp, aboriginal
percussion sticks and vocals,
throughout.

O Maonlai first came across
Diabat€ several years ago, after
receiving a CD of his music from
Australian musician Steve Coonev
who made a guest appearance at
the concert playing the
didgeridoo, illustrating primeval
music at its best.

The second half ofthe concert
saw Diabat6, who comes from
many generations ofkora players,
and his group, take centre stage,
ending with a much-anticipated
performance with Liam 6-
Maonlai.

Diabat6. renowned for
collaborations with artists such as
Bjdrk and the bluesman Taj
Mahal, played material from ?ie
Mand€ Variations, his first solo,
all acoustic kora album.

It was evident from the outset,
however, that his compatriots, on
vocals, drum-kit, electric bass.
electric guitar, piano, flute and
percussion, although extremely
talented, only served to detract
from the melodious simplicity of




